Update Report from the Civil Society Forum on Drugs Working Group on the Cooperation with the Horizontal Working Party on Drugs (HDG)
9th December 2013

Aim of the group: To channel the knowledge and experience of the Civil Society Forum on Drugs to the work of the HDG by facilitating a meaningful involvement of civil society representatives. 

How do we communicate with the HDG?

The CSF welcomes the initiative of the Lithuanian Presidency to meaningfully involve civil society organizations into the work of the HDG. Both the EU drug strategy and the Action Plan endow civil society with an important role in implementation, monitoring and evaluation of these documents. The CSF is committed to help the EU Presidency’s work by feeding it with information, assessing policies and suggesting new subject areas to discuss.    

The Core Group’s position

The HDG should involve civil society in a meaningful way, referring to the principles of democracy and transparency the European Union is based on. The Lisbon Treaty includes an article on the involvement of civil society that says “the institutions shall maintain an open, transparent and regular dialogue with representative associations and civil society”. We believe that “an open, transparent and regular dialogue” should include:

- At least one representative of the CSF should attend the meetings of the HDG with an observer status; 
- The CSF representative should have the possibility to make a comment in the end of the meetings on behalf of the Forum;

- The CSF shall recommend the Presidency to put items on the agenda of the HDG meetings;

- The EU Commission should provide funding and wider support to attend as well as engage with HDG meetings and members
- Wider engagement with general civil society in Europe and other NGO’s working in the fields of drugs. 

The process of working with HDG – Presidencies

The core group of the CSF will maintain communication with the Presidency through their 6 month mandate.
Topics of the CSF Working Group on Cooperation with the Horizontal Working Group on Drugs
The Working Group has identified the following priority areas so far:

1. The Impact of the Economic Crisis

In November 2013, the CSF launched a survey among civil society organizations to assess the impact of the financial crisis on both drug use trends and funding for public health and social services. To date, 44 organizations have responded to the survey. Provisional results show that in the last 4 years, drug services across Europe have decreased in many countries, with the scope of services or operating hours reduced in others. The working group would welcome the opportunity to share the full results with the HGD at a future meeting.
2. New Psychoactive Substances 

The CSF will formulate a joint set of recommendations on tackling psychoactive drug use. We will also attempt to include those involved in the 2013 DPIP action grant projects on psychoactive substances. Completion date: June 2014.
3. UNGASS 

A full update and paper regarding the UNGASS process will be provided to the HGD on 9th December 2013. This work will continue from now until 2016.
4. Quality Standards Recommendations

A paper will be prepared by the CSF to help address the implementation of standards for drug services. In light of the economic crisis, the paper will seek to address how governments can ensure funding is prioritized for evidence-based services. The paper will look specifically at the role NGO’s play in both drug treatment and in drug prevention. The paper will be completed in the second half of 2014.
5. Law enforcement indicators
Paragraph 32.4 of the EU Drugs Strategy (2013-2020) makes a specific call for the “development of policy relevant and scientifically sound indicators on supply reduction”. Nevertheless, some members of the CSF have expressed concerns that this set of indicators will fail to adequately measure the effectiveness of EU and national supply reduction activities in achieving the policy objectives. The CSF will produce a recommendations paper in the second half of 2014.
Contact Details

The Core Group of the Civil Society Forum on Drugs is the main route of communication to the CSF. All e-mails regarding CSF activities should be e-mailed to:  civilsocietyforum_coregroup@googlegroups.com
The Core Group of the Civil Society Forum is made up of the following members for 2013 and 2014:

Chair: Raminta Stuikyte

Vice-Chair: Fay Watson

HGD Working Group Lead: Peter Sarosi

UNGASS Working Group Lead: Maria Phelan

Quality Standards Working Group Lead: Matej Kosir

PAGE  
1

