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The HCLU Drug Policy Program 
promotes evidence-based drug 

policy which respects the human rights 
of people who use drugs. Our two long-
term strategic goals are to decriminalise 
drug use, and to improve access to harm 
reduction programs. Unlike other pro-
grams, the drug program has an interna-
tional focus, and it places more emphasis 
on innovative communication tools, such 
as online videos and media campaigns, 
rather than just traditional legal advoca-
cy. HCLU is one of the leading drug policy 
reform NGOs in the region. Through our 
European Drug Policy Initiative (EDPI), 
we provide technical assistance to other 
NGOs to improve their advocacy at nation-
al and international level. Drugreporter, 
the drug policy website of the HCLU, is 
a major international news outlet, hav-
ing produced 142 (91 Hungarian and 51 
English) news articles in 2014. We have 
added 94 videos to our online drug poli-
cy film database this year, ranging from 
a few-minutes-long record of conference 
speeches, to twenty-minute documenta-
ries and campaign videos. 



INTERNATIONAL NETWORKING

The head of the Drug Policy Pro-
gram was elected co-chair of 

the Eurasian Harm Reduction Network, 
leading the Steering Committee of the 
network representing hundreds of indi-
vidual and group members. As co-chair, 
he represents the network at interna-
tional events, and led discussions at the 
Steering Committee meeting in Vilnius in 
October, to formulate a five-year strategy 
for the network. 

The head of the Drug Policy Program was 
elected to be a member of the Core Group 
of the Civil Society Forum on Drugs, an ex-
pert group of the European Commission, 
consisting of forty leading NGOs from Eu-
rope. As one of the five Core Group mem-
bers, he participated in three meetings in 
Brussels in 2014, to consult with the EU 
Commission as well as representatives of 
member states. He is in charge of coordi-
nating communication between CSF and 

the Horizontal Working Party on Drugs, 
the monthly meeting of member states in 
Brussels. CSF advocacy was successful 
in influencing the EU position, in terms of 
preparations for UNGASS 2016. 

He was also invited to make presenta-
tions at many international seminars and 
conferences - for example, the European 
Harm Reduction Conferences in Basel 
and Amsterdam, the International Sym-
posium on Drugs and Health in Istanbul, a 
seminar on new psychoactive substances 
in Barcelona, and a drug policy seminar in 
Wellington, New Zealand. 

We were generating media coverage at 
the High Level Segment of the CND. The 
HCLU contracted eight journalists to 
come to Vienna in March 2015 to produce 
in-depth reports of the proceedings. Their 
reports are available online. 

The Core Group of the Civil Society Forum on Drugs

http://drogriporter.hu/en/HCLU_UN_CND_Media_scholarship_publications
http://drogriporter.hu/en/HCLU_UN_CND_Media_scholarship_publications
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We organised a training together 
with the International Network 

of People Who Use Drugs, for 15 drug 
user activists. The former or current drug 
users came from Nepal, Sweden, India, 
Indonesia, Australia, Georgia, Canada, 
Lithuania,  the Russian Federation,  the 
UK, Uzbekistan, and Ukraine. The four-day 
training, held in Russian and English, was 
at the European Youth Centre, a residential 
educational establishment belonging to 
the Council of Europe. On the first day, 
participants learned how video can be 
used effectively for advocacy purposes. 
The second day was about production: how 
to set up and use the camera they were 
given to take home. Participants learned 
the basics of composition and framing, 
and how to conduct interviews. In the 
afternoon, they broke into groups, with a 
variety of filming missions in the city, all 
related to harm reduction in Budapest.  
On the morning of the third day, Péter 

Sárosi taught the participants how 
to deal effectively with the media. In 
the afternoon, and on the last day, the 
participants learned how to edit on 
Adobe Premiere Pro CC 2014, using the 
footage they’d shot the day before. After 
the AIDS conference in Melbourne, the 
New Zealand Drug Foundation invited 
us to hold a two-day video advocacy 
workshop in Auckland, New Zealand,  
and to deliver a presentation in 
Wellington. The 14 participants invited  
by the New Zealand Drug Foundation 
were activists from various social fields. 
The video advocacy program director held 
two 3 day long trainings for 14 human 
rights activists who are members of 
the European Civil Liberties Platform 
of the Open Society Foundations.  
We also held several presentations in 
Budapest and abroad about our drug 
policy video activism.

TRAININGS
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http://drogriporter.hu/en/HCLU-INPUD-Video-ADVOCACY-Training
http://drogriporter.hu/en/HCLU-INPUD-Video-ADVOCACY-Training
http://drogriporter.hu/en/HCLU-INPUD-Video-ADVOCACY-Training
http://drogriporter.hu/en/HCLU-INPUD-Video-ADVOCACY-Training
http://drogriporter.hu/en/HCLU-INPUD-Video-ADVOCACY-Training
http://drogriporter.hu/en/newzealandtraining
http://drogriporter.hu/en/newzealandtraining


7



Highlighted case: the ombudsman 
vindicates HCLU’s position on harm 

reduction. The HCLU submitted a com-
plaint to the Commissioner for Funda-
mental Rights, asking him to investigate 
the closure of the largest needle and sy-
ringe program in Budapest. In his report, 
the ombudsman condemned the closure 
as a violation of the right to health of drug 
users, as well as the right of non-drug 
using residents to a healthy environment. 
This represents an important milestone 
for harm reduction service providers. 
The pro-government media launched a 
smear campaign, and accused the HCLU 
of manipulating the ombudsman; the 
case received intenstive media coverage, 
and the ombudsman was found not guilty 
by a parliamentary committee. 

Surgeon General asks health services 
not to call the police for OD patients. The 
HCLU reported a negative trend of emer-

gency health care providers informing the 
police if they suspect their patient may 
have consumed illegal drugs. Patients 
are criminalised as a consequence. In our 
letter to the Surgeon General, we pointed 
out that this is a harmful practice, be-
cause it deters young people from calling 
the ambulance and it violates their right 
to personal data protection. The Surgeon 
General agreed, and sent a circular letter 
to all emergency health care providers, 
reminding them that it is against the law 
to call the police for patients who have 
used illegal drugs. 

School drug testing & school police activ-
ities. In a press release, the HCLU called 
the attention of the public to the fact that 
that policemen appointed as “drug coun-
sellors” are not reliable helpers, because 
they have a duty to enforce the law and 
arrest drug users. When, in early Decem-
ber, a government politician announced a 

LEGAL & DRUG POLICY ADVOCACY IN HUNGARY

http://drogriporter.hu/en/ombudsman_report
http://drogriporter.hu/en/ombudsman_report
http://drogriporter.hu/node/2588
http://drogriporter.hu/node/2588
http://drogriporter.hu/node/2625
http://drogriporter.hu/node/2625


plan to introduce mandatory school drug 
testing, the HCLU led a short but effective 
media campaign to counter the proposal, 
which was finally defeated by public pres-
sure, with the government now only talk-
ing about voluntary drug testing.  

Representation of civil society at the Drug 
Council. The head of the drug program 
was selected as a civil society member 
of the governmental advisory body. The 
Council held four meetings in 2014, where 
civil society put important issues, such as 
the funding for harm reduction, onto the 
agenda, and discussed them with govern-
ment officials. 

Civil Society Coordination Network. The 
four umbrella organisations represent-
ing prevention, treatment, rehabilitation 
and harm reduction NGOs created a new 
network at a May conference to improve 

communication and advocacy efforts at a 
national level. The head of the drug policy 
program was elected as international co-
ordinator of this network. 

National harm reduction conference. The 
HCLU organised a national harm reduc-
tion conference in November in Buda-
pest with approx. 100 professional and 
decision-maker participants from all 
over Hungary. We invited speakers from 
Greece, Romania and the UNODC to dis-
cuss relevant issues around harm reduc-
tion.

Media Monitor Program. Mediamonitor is 
a subprogram of HCLU’s drug policy pro-
gram, with the aim of raising awareness 
among media workers and media con-
sumers. During 2014, the program moni-
tored the media and provided factual re-
sponses to misinformation. 

http://drogriporter.hu/en/hungary_drugtesting
http://drogriporter.hu/en/hungary_drugtesting
http://drogriporter.hu/drogosultsag
http://drogriporter.hu/drogosultsag
http://drogriporter.hu/en/conf2014
http://drogriporter.hu/en/conf2014
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ROOM IN THE 8TH DISTRICT CAMPAIGN



We launched a campaign for injection 
rooms in Budapest, especially 

in the 8th district. Despite the first HIV 
transmissions among drug users, the 
largest Hungarian needle and syringe 
program in the 8th district has been forced 
to shut down. The local mayor has blamed 
the needle exchange for drug problems in 
the district. We approached the issue from 
the standpoint of local residents, and our 
campaign aimed to convince people that 
the real solution is not less, but more, harm 
reduction. We worked with the PR firms 
Urban Communications and White Rabbit, 
to provide us with technical assistance on 
graphic design, advertising and on-site 
campaigning. We created a campaign 
website to communicate this message, 
with various multimedia contents. We 
produced a 20 minute long documentary 
and a teaser. We also made 4 thematic 
movies on the drug problem in Budapest, 
the issue of drug litter on the streets, 
on the dangers of an HIV and Hepatitis 
C epidemic, and the possible solution. 

We created city light ads, and collected 
around 8 thousand signatures for a sane 
drug policy, online and offline by setting up 
posts in the district. We held a discussion 
forum for locals. The campaign movie 
has been watched 100 thousand times. 
Several television and hard copy magazine 
stories were released about the issue. 
We filed a complaint to the ombudsman, 
who condemned the closure of the needle 
exchange in the district. The right wing 
media attacked the ombudsman and the 
HCLU’s drug Policy program director, by 
leaking out an email, in which Péter Sárosi 
asked for the possible publication date 
of the ombudsman report, so he could 
prepare. The right wing media blamed us 
of manipulating the ombudsman’s office. 
Even a parliamentary committee was 
set up to investigate the issue (we made 
a short movie of the event). They did not 
deal with the real issue: closing down the 
needle exchange that serves the biggest 
population of legal high injectors in the 
city will cause disastrous consequences.

http://drogriporter.hu/en/room
http://drogriporter.hu/en/room
http://drogriporter.hu/en/room
http://drogriporter.hu/en/room
http://szobaanyolcban.org/
http://szobaanyolcban.org/
http://szobaanyolcban.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CfzcKHBz_kM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CfzcKHBz_kM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Z1odRpRo-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rUEVMnCqmB0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALkCz01zrUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ALkCz01zrUo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MF85T1PsSX8
https://www.change.org/p/kocsis-m·tÈ-szob·t-a-nyolcba
http://ataszjelenti.blog.hu/2014/09/30/a_zart_ules_es_a_hatalom_termeszete
http://ataszjelenti.blog.hu/2014/09/30/a_zart_ules_es_a_hatalom_termeszete
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There is a growing debate on how to 
control new psychoactive substances 

(legal highs) in New Zealand. We were 
invited to film at the Pathway to Reform 
conference hosted by The Star Trust, and 
give an insight into the innovative policy 

introduced by the government. In 2013, 
policy makers created a new law which 
aimed to create a legal, regulated market 
for certain new drugs – so long as the 
distributor could provide clinical evidence 
that they pose a low risk to public health. 

14

FILMING
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We produced a summary movie “A FOOT 
IN THE DOOR: A New Approach to Drugs 
in New Zealand“ and published all the 
19 speeches of the conference. Later, in 
Budapest we organized a screening of 

our movie on New Zealand’s regulations 
of legal highs. As part of his tour in 
Europe, Grant Hall spoke at our event. We 
uploaded his speech and the round table 
that followed afterwards.

http://drogriporter.hu/en/newzealand
http://drogriporter.hu/en/newzealand
http://drogriporter.hu/en/newzealand
http://drogriporter.hu/en/pathway-to-reform
http://drogriporter.hu/en/pathway-to-reform
http://drogriporter.hu/en/node/2566
http://drogriporter.hu/en/node/2566
http://drogriporter.hu/ujzeland_filmklub 
http://drogriporter.hu/ujzeland_filmklub 
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Mephedrone (or as chemists call 
it, 4-methylmethcathinone) is a 

stimulant drug, first synthetised in 1929, 
but not known to the wider public until it 
was rediscovered in 2003 by a man who 
calls himself Dr. Zee. Is he the “Crazy 
Chemist” depicted in government-
led anti-drug campaigns, using young 
people as lab rats for testing his 
substances? Why is he experimenting 
with unknown substances? Was it his 
intention to sell these drugs to millions 
of young people? Does he feel guilty for 
the harms caused by mephedrone, the 
deaths, the suffering? The Drugreporter 
video team met him in New Zealand in 
March this year, and took the opportunity 
to carry out an exclusive interview 
with him and ask these questions. Our 
aim was neither to judge nor to justify 
him - just to show the man behind the 
discovery of mephedrone.

http://drogriporter.hu/en/drzee
http://drogriporter.hu/en/drzee
http://drogriporter.hu/en/drzee
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While we were there in New Zealand, 
we took the opportunity to visit 

the New Zealand Prostitutes Collective 
(NZPC) and interview Annah Pickering and 

Catherine Healy, two sex worker activists, 
about the unique model of decriminalising 
sex work in New Zealand. 
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http://drogriporter.hu/en/NZPC
http://drogriporter.hu/en/NZPC
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In New Zealand sex work is legal, and 
there is no special legislation, but all the 

labor and human rights laws apply to sex 
work. 

19
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The Drugreporter participated as video 
journalists at the AIDS 2014 conference 

in Melbourne, Australia. The international 
AIDS conference was overshadowed by 
the tragedy of flight MH17. Six well-known 
HIV researchers and activists were on 
board, on their way to Melbourne, when 
separatist forces shot down the plane. 
According to some speculation, widely 
publicised in the media, “The cure for 
AIDS might have been on the plane”. But 
are we really that close to ending the HIV 
epidemic? Does it depend on one “secret 
formula” that might have been travelling 
in the suitcase of Dr. Joep Lange, former 
head of the International AIDS Society? 
Not really. The reality is, as usual, far more 
complicated. But in a sense, all these six 
professionals knew the antidotes for HIV, 

and worked hard to raise awareness of 
them. We produced a movie about what 
works to end AIDS for good and all.  We 
uploaded two full press conferences from 
the conference, one held by the Global 
Commission on Drug Policy, and the other 
by the International Aids Society. Harm 
Reduction International, the International 
HIV/AIDS Alliance and the International 
Drug Policy Consortium have launched 
a ground-breaking study highlighting 
the funding crisis for harm reduction. 
Drugreporter filmed the presentation of 
the new report and the speeches of Maria 
Phelan, David Wilson and Tanya Deshko at 
the AIDS conference in Melbourne. We also 
uploaded the speech of Pye Jacobsson on 
the Swedish Model of Criminalising the 
Clients of Sex Workers.  
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http://drogriporter.hu/en/AIDS2014
http://drogriporter.hu/en/AIDS2014
http://drogriporter.hu/en/AIDS2014pressconference
http://drogriporter.hu/en/AIDS2014pressconference
http://drogriporter.hu/en/AIDS2014pressconference
http://drogriporter.hu/en/AIDS2014pressconference
http://drogriporter.hu/en/AIDS2014pressconference
http://drogriporter.hu/en/fundingcrisis
http://drogriporter.hu/en/fundingcrisis
http://drogriporter.hu/en/pye_presentation
http://drogriporter.hu/en/pye_presentation
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We recorded the protest against Gilead, 
the company which sells hepatitis C drugs 
for 2000 dollars a day.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fv9lD63A9mo
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On the topic of Overdose, we produced 
a short animation:

“Bunny and Wolf: An Animated Guide to 
Prevent Overdose Deaths”

Opioid overdose continues to be a top 
killer of young people all over the world. 
In some countries, drug overdose deaths 
now outnumber those attributable to 
firearms, homicides or HIV/AIDS. Few 
people realise that most of these deaths 
are easily preventable with the right 
information, and an inexpensive antidote, 
Naloxone, which can reverse overdoses. 
The movie is available in English and in 
Russian.
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http://drogriporter.hu/en/Bunny_and_wolf-fight_overdose_animated_guideÜ
http://drogriporter.hu/en/Bunny_and_wolf-fight_overdose_animated_guideÜ
http://drogriporter.hu/en/Bunny_and_wolf-fight_overdose_animated_guide
http://drogriporter.hu/en/node/2499
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The 1st International Conference on 
Drug Policies in Portuguese-Speaking 

African Countries (PALOP) – a pioneering 
event and the first of a set of meetings – 
was held on the 15th and 16th of January 
2014, in Cape Verde. The Drugreporter’s 
team was invited to film at the event. 
We created the movie: FOCUSING ON 
THE HUMAN BEING - Drug Policy in 
Portuguese-Speaking African Countries. 
We also uploaded all the 28 speeches of 
the conference. 

http://drogriporter.hu/en/capeverde
http://drogriporter.hu/en/capeverde
http://drogriporter.hu/en/capeverde
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In 1976, the Netherlands separated the 
cannabis market from the market in 

other illicit drugs, and allowed coffee 
shops to sell small amounts of cannabis 
to adults in a controlled environment. 
Our new movie, titled: “Coffee Shops and 
Compromise: The Success of the Dutch 
Modell” tells the story of the Dutch model 
and highlights its successes, as well as 
the challenges ahead of it. This movie is 
made in a series, based on the Lessons 
for Drug Policy series by the Open Society 
Foundations. 

http://drogriporter.hu/en/dutchmodel
http://drogriporter.hu/en/dutchmodel
http://drogriporter.hu/en/dutchmodel
http://drogriporter.hu/en/dutchmodel
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We produced a campaign movie 
with our partner Regeneracija 

for support of harm reduction in Serbia:, 
titled: “AT A CROSSROADS: Will Serbia 
Fund Harm Reduction Programs to Save 
Lives?” Serbia is not eligible for any more 
money from the Global Fund - harm 
reduction programs are in danger. 

Our movie and the short teaser give you 
a glimpse of the desperate situation of 
Roma injecting drug users in Belgrade, 
and calls for funding harm reduction.
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http://drogriporter.hu/en/serbia
http://drogriporter.hu/en/serbia
http://drogriporter.hu/en/serbia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_embedded&v=eRH6WQltl00
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Reporting from the CND: The consensus 
behind global drug prohibition is 

fading as you can see in “Breaking Down 
the Vienna Consensus on Drugs” that we 
filmed at the high level UN meeting in 
Vienna. On the left you can see a pictire of 
the Coffee sniffer at the protest in front of 
the CND.

Video Campaign to debunk the INCB: The 
HCLU’s Drugreporter has launched a 
video campaign to debunk the offensive of 
the International Narcotics Control Board 
against drug policy reform initiatives. 6 
short video messages were sent and there 
are more to come. 
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http://drogriporter.hu/en/cnd2014
http://drogriporter.hu/en/cnd2014
http://drogriporter.hu/en/incb
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We shot a short movie on the 
key issues surrounding harm 

reduction in Europe at the  2nd European 
Harm Reduction Conference in Basel, 
Switzerland. The movie was screened 
at the closing ceremony. At the national 
harm reduction conference in Budapest, 

presenters from Greece, Romania and 
Hungary reported that there are similar 
problems and challenges in relation to 
injecting drug use in Southern-Central 
Europe, but there are huge differences 
between government responses. Lack of 
political leadership is leading to growing 
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http://drogriporter.hu/en/basel
http://drogriporter.hu/en/basel
http://drogriporter.hu/en/basel
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HIV and hepatitis C infections among drug 
users all over the region. We uploaded all 6 
speeches. As usual, we filmed the annual 
Hungarian drug policy conference and 
uploaded 8 videos.  We organized a public 
hearing at the European Parliament on our 
study on new psychoactive substances in 

June where we have presented the report 
titled “The Not-So-Balanced Approach 
- Policy Responses to New Psychoactive 
Substances.” We uploaded all three 
speeches of the event. 
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http://drogriporter.hu/artcsokk2014
http://drogriporter.hu/artcsokk2014
http://drogriporter.hu/drogosultsag
http://drogriporter.hu/en/nps_report
http://drogriporter.hu/en/nps_report


W ith the help of a graphic artist, the 
HCLU has produced several info-

graphics - one about needle exchange 
programs, one about the numbers show-
ing the failure of punitive drug policies in 
Poland, one about HIV and TB threats in 
Romania, and another one about party-
setting harm reduction in Serbia. 

INFOGRAPHICS
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THE DRUGREPORTER STAFF 

The head of the program is Péter Sárosi. 
György Folk is the European Drug 

Policy Initiative Coordinator. Tams Kardos 
is the Mediamonitor Program Director. 
István Gábor Takács is the HCLU’s Video 
Advocacy Program Director.

EQUIPMENT 

During it’s seven years, the HCLU’s 
video advocacy program has built up a 

great set of equipment, with which we can 
produce very good quality movies. We have 
two Canon 5d mark 3 cameras and two 
Sony NEX VG20s, which also use Canon 
lenses attached with the Metabones 
Speed Booster adapters. We use a Zoom 
H4 and H2 to record audio, and a Rode 
Stereo VideoMic with the DSLRs.

DONORS AND 

CONTRIBUTORS

We are grateful for our donors who 
make it possible to produce our 

movies and campaigns. Our largest 
donor is the Open Society Foundations. 
The Common Sense for Drug Policy 
Foundation supported our drug policy 
films. Private donors contributed to a large 
extent to our work. We are also grateful to 
our many volunteers who make our work 
possible. We have to thank Jerry Dorey, 
Joseph Foss, Dávid Fekete, Lili Török, 
Balázs Szigeti, Sasha Gurinova and Ágnes 
kövesi for their kind support.
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SUPPORT US!

Please support the HCLU with any amount you think approproate!

Please support the Drugreporter on Global Giving!

Follow us on Facebook!

Follow us on YouTube!

HCLU

HCLU

DRUGREPORTER

DRUGREPORTER

http://www.globalgiving.org/projects/drugreporter/
http://tasz.hu/en/supportus
http://
https://www.youtube.com/user/HunCivLibUnion
https://www.facebook.com/atasz
https://www.facebook.com/drugreporter
https://www.facebook.com/drugreporter
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